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Hunting for clues

A creative way to learn about different tree species with the help of photography and get
children interested in science.
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Learning outcomes

<@ Competencies
A stronger connection to nature
Visual competence: observing skills
Competence in science: research skills
Motor competence: fine motor skills
Digital and media competence: using photography for educational purposes

§0) Target group

— 6yearsandup
Individual work
In groups

/~ Required materials
Camera
Paper
Glue
Pens
Bag
Guides of trees and other books about trees

s Materials
Printouts about trees.
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Description of the activity (step by step)

Ask children what they know about trees: which trees they know, what kind of leaves they have, colors,
fruit, etc. Name parts of the tree and, if possible, offer children worksheets or other activities to spark their
interest in the topic.

Tell them that you are going on a hunt for clues. There are different ways to recognize a tree, for example
with the help of leaves, blossoms, fruit, bark, etc. They will photograph and collect these clues as pieces of
evidence and try to find out as much as possible about the selected tree.

Implementation:

Divide children into small groups and hand out one camera per group, as well as a sheet of paper, pencil,
and a bag. Each group has to find a tree and research it. They need to photograph the tree as a whole and
its parts; leaves, branches, trunk, fruit or cones, etc. Each group also needs to collect some evidence, such
as a leaf, blossoms, cones, etc. To examine the bark of the selected tree one child needs to press a paper
against the trunk and another one needs to rub the pencil to make a print of the bark.

When you return to the kindergarten, children prepare a poster of their tree. They select and print photos
and glue them on the poster. They can also glue other evidence pieces onto the poster or exhibit them.
Invite them to find their tree in a book and help them read information about the tree. The children should
write the name of the tree on their poster and they can draw what they have learned about the tree.

Reflection:

Each group presents their poster and evidence pieces to other children.

Variations and additional ideas

Make a tree guide for your playground or park. Collect photos of different parts of the tree and glue them on a
piece of paper. Bind the papers together and invite the children to use it as a guide for identifying trees on your
playground.
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